EUROPEAN INTEGRATION: Reasons, Problems, Criticism (3 AJ Geography)
A Reasons:  • Prevent war, •strengthen Europe, • abolish trade barriers, •facilitate travel and  
    cooperation, •create a mass market, •reduce production costs, •encourage international 
    partition of work, •encourage  competition, •North-South transfer 


B Problems: 1 Cultural differences: different attitudes, languages, religions, interests, laws, 
    regulations, poverty,  living standard, way of life, customs, political and administrative 
    structures; historic links or animosities, prejudices, nationalism
    2 Economic differences: competition is distorted because there are: different economic 
    structures, tax systems, labour costs: worker’s rights, wage levels, social security 
    contributions, welfare systems, safety standards, environmental regulations, economic 
    standards (quality, service, consumer rights etc), professional training schemes;

    state interference (protectionism versus liberalisation)    
    3 Geographical differences: distances, climates, sizes of states, landscapes


EUROPEAN INTEGRATION: C Criticism:    

Power structure: •transfer of sovereignty , •bureaucracy (red tape), 

•new additional institutions are set up, which means additional costs.

•lobbyism in Brussels (30,000 lobbyists represent  interest groups),

 •Politicians and officials (“Eurocrats”) travel between Brussels (Commission, EP committee  sessions), Strasbourg (EP sessions), Luxembourg (EP secretariat), the capital of the  currently presiding member state (European Council of the heads of states, Council of  Ministers). 

Economy: Sell-out to foreign companies;  job losses because of liberalisation, privatisation and 
    foreign competition,
    Disappearance of independent small  farms and shops,  

Finance: Austria is a net payer in the EU. The  Euro means the loss of economic sovereignty,  Crime: abolition of border controls (Schengen agreement), international  organised crime,

State:  Liberalisation and privatisation of TV, radio, vital industries, electricity  
    supply, post and telecom, nuclear energy, railways.    Sell-out of land to foreigners.

Environment and Health: levelling down of standards: “environmental dumping”, no control 
   over quality of food from abroad, genetically engineered plants and animals, radiation, 
   increase in  traffic,  EURATOM supports nuclear power, 
Work: recognition of foreign certificates, greater mobility required, foreign languages,  
    higher EU unemployment rate, brain drain to Germany, social dumping (levelling down of  
    social standards)          

