Education system in Northern Ireland
 

The Northern Ireland school system is a fairly complicated system for a small country. Therefore, reorganisation is in progress. 

 

PRESENTATION
 

5 education and library boards  

 

The southern education and library board is one part of the 5 education and library boards (Western board, South Eastern board, Belfast, North Eastern board). It comprises 53 post-primary schools whose pupils are aged between 11 and 18. An educational board consists of members of the council, the education board and members of the church.

 

Nursery school (private & government-run nursery schools).

Government gives free places to kids from disadvantaged families. There are controlled (protestant), maintained (catholic) and integrated (= private schools) nursery schools.

 

Primary school (age 4 to 11):

There are segregated schools (also called controlled schools which are run and operated by the southern educational board); schools that are maintained by the southern educational board (= Schools are owned by the catholic church. They get the budget and pay their teachers) and integrated primary schools (children should be educated together to make NI a better place). Integrated schools need a certain number of students to get approval by the government (mixed religion).Department of education pays for buildings and equipment. 

 

In the middle of year 7 transfer tests (selection) take place. Kids take exams (2 papers) that are graded. The result of the exam decides which school they go to. When they pass eleven+ they go to grammar school, when they fail eleven+ they go to secondary school. Grammar schools decide which grade you need to attend their school (schools which can fill their schools easily will only accept a grade A; schools which have troubles filling schools would also accept grade C - so it depends on the region you live in). In Newry there are 2 boys’ grammar schools and 2 girls’ grammar school. Schools compete with each other to get the (best) pupils.

 

Post Primary (age 11 to 18)

Secondary 

Grammar (a certain grade is required); There are controlled grammar schools which are owned and run by the board and voluntary grammar schools which get money directly from the department of education

Comprehensive (for areas that are non-selective therefore, there are no transfer test). You could find maintained and controlled comprehensive schools. 

 

The Integrated system is comprehensive; they are not selective and don’t do a transfer test. Integrated schools tend to be middle class.

 

Formal education ends when you are 18.

 

The curriculum
 

Foundation stage (year 1, 2): focus on creativity, self-management skills

Key stage 1 (year 3, 4): formal curriculum starts

Key stage 2 (year 5, 6, 7): some schools teach to the transfer (test)

Key stage 3 (year 8, 9, 10)

Key stage 4 (year 11, 12): GCSE (general certificate of secondary education): 24 subjects are offered, a third of the 24 subjects have to be vocational

Post 16 (year 13, 14): A Level (advanced level): 27 courses are offered, a third of them have to be vocational

 

Curriculum is changing in years 1 to 7 and key stage 4

 

 

The contributors to education
 
· Department of education (policy, regulations and finance) minister is sent by Tony Blair (= direct rule) 
· Council for curriculum, examination and assessment (NI examining body) 
· Education and training inspectorate (inspect and evaluate teachers, which is increasingly important). There is an ongoing quality control, evaluation is the same for all kinds of school. 

· SELB Curriculum advice and support service (Averil Morrow belongs to curriculum advice and support service); they work with the teachers in the classroom; they do model lessons; talk to teachers and help them develop; they also work with senior managers and principals; they develop resources to support teachers (do development work for teachers) and help teachers to share practice; they connect people 
They work across all schools. When courses are run, they have to make sure that there is a mix of protestant and catholic teachers. They get to share a good practice. 

 

 

 

Questions during Presentation (Additional Information):

 

There are catholic and protestant schools, so what happens to children from immigrants that have a different religion?

 

Schools are fighting each other for the kids of immigrants (that are neither catholic, nor protestant). Schools don’t really care about the religion of the (immigrant) children. The school budget depends on the number of pupils they have.
 

How do schools carry out personnel decisions?

 

Each school has a board of governors (= a mixture of elected representatives of the parents, the local council and the trustees (for catholic schools) and the educational library board (for protestant schools)). Interviews for the principal take place and teachers are ranked on behalf of their qualification and the result of the interview. 

 

Do parents have to pay school fees?

 

No, there are no school fees in government run schools. School fees only have to pay in independent schools, but there are almost no independent schools (there is only one outside Belfast)

 

Is the subject religious education different in every school? 

 

No, religious education is the same for everybody (as far as the core subject is concerned)!

 

A school normally is run by a principal, a vice-principal and senior managers? What exactly is a senior manager?

 

A senior manager is the head of a department (subject area). A senior manager is paid extra because they do additional work to the teaching.    

 

 How much do teachers have to work?

 

Teaching per week and per year: There are 9 periods/day = 45 periods in a week (1 period = approx. 40 min) Schools start at 9 am and end at 3:30/3:45 or 4 pm There might also be classes on Saturday morning. As a teacher work is your life! Teaching is a well paid job. However, they are not paid for the summer holidays, they are only paid for 10 months. 

 

 

What about school holidays?

 

Holidays: Halloween (1 week); Xmas (2 weeks); Half-term break (middle of February) (up to a week); 17 March = St. Patrick?s Day; Easter (catholic schools = week and a day; protestant schools = 2 weeks); May Day; long week at the end of May; last week of June till September = summer holidays. 

 

 

