THE AMAZON



Fill in the blank lines with the correct words from this list:


acres, Andes, Atlantic, Nile, preserve, rainforests,  timber, tributaries, tropical.

The Amazon River rises in the ...................... Mountains and flows 6,276 km to the .................... Ocean. Though Egypt's ................ River is longer, the Amazon carries more water than the Nile, the Mississippi and the Yangtze together. 

Over one thousand ................................. feed into this gigantic river. The melting snow of the mountains plus the heavy ........................... rains are the cause of this huge supply of water.

The Amazon Jungle is the largest of the world's .............................., which today are under threat of destruction. At present as many as a hundred ......................... of forest are being destroyed every minute. 

The demand for ....................... and the clearing of the forests for cattle ranching are two of the main reasons behind this; another is the "slash-and-burn" technique  of forest farmers which so seriously damages the soil quality that no trees can grow again once the farmer moves away after a season or two.

These rainforests are of vital importance to the world. We must do all we can to ............. them.

Words in italics: entspringen, fließen, Nebenflüsse, Ursache, riesig, Wasserversorgung, Bedrohung, Zerstörung, gegenwärtig, nicht weniger als, 4 km², Nachfrage, Rodung, Nutzholz, Rinderzucht, Brandrodung, schädigen, Erde, sobald, lebenswichtig, bewahren.





Source: World of Geograhy, Workbook C, p. 46
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