Slave Sugar – Comprehension Questions

1. What was the „middle passage“?

2. How long did the enslavement of Africans last and how many people were presumably concerned?

3. What kind of work did slaves have to do in the Americas (North and South)?

4. Who started cultivating and refining sugar and when?

5. How and when did sugar cane get to the New World?

6. Where was sugar produced and when did production begin?

7. Which nations were the first to trade slaves and when did Britain join in?

8. What was the “triangular trade” and what was traded?

9. Why did the sugar production become an increasingly profitable business?

10. List at least three facts that give evidence for the profitable sugar business.

11. Give some examples from the text in your own words how the slaves were treated.

12. Haiti celebrates 200 years of independence in 2004. Give some examples of uprisings of black people against slavery.
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