Worksheet 5




PRACTICE for the WRITTEN MATURA

LONG TEXT

TOPIC: Ireland
Michael Stone

Rogue’s Gallery

Michael Stone uses bright reds, oranges and purples in his paintings. He’s always liked bright colours, but there’s also a bit of black humour, as if he’s asking amateur psychoanalysts to interpret his paintings as the work of a violent, tormented man. In fact, Stone is one of Northern Ireland’s best-known Loyalist gunmen. He has been a hate figure for many Catholics since his brutal attack on Belfast’s Milltown cemetery in March 1988.


Television cameras filmed the horror as he opened fire, killing three people and injuring many more, including pensioners and children, at the funeral of three IRA members shot dead by the SAS (Special Air Service) in Gibraltar. He later admitted his part in three other murders and many terrorist offences and received six life sentences. Stone walked free from the Maze prison last July after just 12 years, one of the last prisoners to be given early release under the terms of the Good Friday agreement 


Born in Belfast, Stone joined the Tartans, a Loyalist group, when he was 13. At 16, he had already joined the Ulster Defence Association and spent time in prison for the possession of firearms. He got the idea for Milltown after an IRA bomb killed 11 people in Enniskillen, County Fermanagh, in November 1987. He knew there was a chance he wouldn’t get away, and it was the police who saved him as he was being beaten and kicked after his attack.


The brush and easel might seem a surreal choice for a man once much more familiar with gun and grenade. But he says he always liked art, and ironically, prison gave him the time to paint.

Now his work hangs in some of Belfast’s most expensive riverside apartments and businesses. 

“I was in solitary confinement for a year after Milltown watch […], and prisoners were allowed to paint their cells any colour, but mine was like a rainbow because I was always wiping my brushes on the wall. I suppose the colours were a reaction against the dull surroundings,” he adds. Metallic colours represented the prison bars. 


Stone is still painting. He realizes there is a certain morbid curiosity about his work because of his violent past, but he says others’ perceptions are beyond his control.

“I know people think that the hands that painted these pictures killed people. Yes, I regret taking life, and that is with me every day. I wanted to kill top Republicans, not others. I can’t go back on that, but I am glad there is peace. I support the principles of the Good Friday agreement, but many things are not working out in practice.”


He spends a certain amount of time each week teaching art to teenagers in poor areas of Belfast  […]  “Sure, I’m like some Rambo character to them when they first meet me, and they ask questions about what I did. But I just tell them it isn’t big and clever to kill people. Then we get down to work. There aren’t a lot of jobs in their area, but they’re good kids, and they’ve got to be encouraged to make the most of what they have.”


Stone’s paintings are not openly political, but some deal with events in the news. He points to a large piece, called Good Friday Agreement, where a seated figure, representing Unionism, balances on a pendulum of orange and green, illustrating the difficulties beneath the surface. 


Around this are silver and gold masks and hands, which, he says, represent the silent majority, both Protestant and Catholic, who want peace, but are troubled by how the agreement is shaping up. All the symbols appear to be breaking out of a cell-like room, signalizing how hard it is to fit all the ideals of Unionism and Nationalism into narrow confines. 

(Source: Spotlight 8 / 2001; adapted by Mag. Claudia Murauer)

QUESTIONS:

I. Questions on the text: Answer as detailed as possible!

1. Which crimes has Michael Stone committed in his life so far and how does he feel about his

    violent past now?

2. What does “There is a certain morbid curiosity about my work”  mean? What is Michael Stone

    talking about here?

3. What does the text reveal about Stone’s way of becoming a famous artist and his paintings?

II. Questions beyond the text: Answer as detailed as possible!

1. What do you think about prisoners being allowed to spend their time painting or practising any

   other kinds of pleasant leisure activities?

2. Would you want to be taught by a “murderer” like Michael Stone? Explain your opinion! 

3. Would you define “the troubles” in Northern Ireland as a political or religious conflict?

    Explain!

TEXT PRODUCTION

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

Create the article which could have been found in “The Guardian”  after the massacre on Milltown cemetry in 1988. Of course, your article should not only contain information about the incident itself. So feel free to add anything a journalist could make use of to write a detailed and informative article (history, reasons for the massacre, characterisation of the culprit, etc.)

You must also find a suitable headline!





~ 250 words







